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„SHORT APPEAL = 
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th. 


H E enemies of Great Britain labour © 
hard to perſuade the ignorant, that our | 
_ diſpute with America turns wholly upon the 


power aſſumed by Parliament to tax the Co- =_ 
| lonies, and tell us, that if this unfortunate | ? 
claim was but once ſenſibly relinquiſhed, tran- = 


quillity would be inſtantly reſtored between 'Y 
the Mother Country and her difaffecied Pro- 1 
vinces. „„ PE... | 

The foregoing ſtate of the caſe however, | 

is extremely fallaetous 1 for the original object 1 
of contention has been long buried under a Y 
pile of new pretenſions erected by the Colo- I 
nes; and the _ is now ho more, Whe= 
ther we are conſtitutionally entitled to impoſe 
a revenue — the Americans, but whether 
we are conſtitutionally entitled to exereiſe any 
authority over them at all ? 1 

Our parliamentary elaim to tax the revolt- 
ed Provinces, was indeed the firſt ei foun» 
dation of their complaints, but their real de- 
ſign in complaining, was to ſtruggle for abſo- 
lute independence. They took care of it, it is 8 =. 
true, at the beginning of the diſpute, to con- 'N 
fine #hemſelves to a lage object, for fear of ö 
alarming us too Wr declared in _ 
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of the deepeſt humility, that if- they were 
ſolely indulged with the liberty of granting 
their own money, they would in every thing 
elſe, pay the moſt implicit obedienee to the 
authority of Parliament. EE 
But when the Stamp Act was weakly re- 
peaſed — when the difbbedicice of the Colo 
mies Was Witkedly applauced by the Krſt fa⸗ 
VBurites of the People when bur * rulers 
teelared that the exiſtence of the kingdom 
elſkatially depended pen America — When 
it became aftvally unßepulgt te talk of par: 
Hamentary pawers, even Within'the walls gf 
parliament and when the natian guy fa 
nfatuated, as te celebrate with the wildeſt de- 
monſtrations af jay, the victory abtained hy 
the Provinces over hef own ſupremacy, the 
Provincials thought it needleſs to temporize 
any longer, and * flew from claim 
to claim with the moſt aſtoniſhing inſolence 
of rapidity, === In proportion as the Mother 
Country expreſſed an anxiety to comply with 
their wiſhes, they roſe in their demands; till 
at length aſeribing her eoneeſſions to timi- 
dity, they publiſhed a Bill of Rights in the 
year 1774} ant in the year 1775 not only 
threw oft all allegiance themſelves, but in- 
vaded the colony of Canada, for daring to 

continue well affected to our government, 
-Such then being the preſent ſtate of the 
diſpute with Amcrica, it becomes extremely 
proper, when the Eritiſh enemies of Great 
Britain, propoſe terms of accommodation for 
the Colonies, to examine what propoſals the 

Colonies have made for themſelves, | 
To prove that the war with America was 
| e wholly 


ES: 
wholly unavoidable, and to ſhew that the 
Colonies would not have been ſatisfied if, 
even before the commencement of hoſtilities, 
parliament had relinquiſhed the claim of Vax- 
ation ; the M . reſalution from the 
Provincial Bill of Rights, pages 73 B, and 9) 
 pUBlifhed in the proceedings of the Gongrels 
in 19744 {8 laid before the reader | 
tt RESGEVED HOWE £24 Haffernte, that ths 
tt füll wing acts Bf parlſament are inffinge⸗ 
tt ments aſſd vielattens of the Fights ef th 
it Ogleniſts and that the repenl Bf them (4 
tt BSSENTIALLY NEERSSARY, (1) AFd8r J 
i reftare harmeny between (regt Britaln and 
'* the American Oalanies, 

„Ae (everal atti af 4 Qearge III. chup. 
„ 15, and ch. 34, $ Gen, 3d, eh, af 
6 Qeo, 3d, ch. 52, 7 Geo, zd. eh. 41 
« and 46, 8 Geo, 4d, ch, a2. which impoſe 
« duties for the purpoſe of raifing « revenue 
« in America, extend the power of the Ad- 
« miralty Courts beyond their ancient limits, 
« deprive the Americna ſubject of trial by 
6. jury, authoiize the judges certilieate to 
% indemnify the proſecutor from damages, 
„that he might otherwiſe be liable to, re- 
« quiring oppreſſive ſeeurity from a claimant 
of a ſhip and goods ſeized, before he ſhall 
6. be allowed to defend his property; and 
are ſubverſive of American rights,” - | 

Also 12 Geo, 3. ch. 24 intitled, an Act 
for the better ſecuring his Majeſty's dock 

yards, magazines, ſhips, ammunition and 
“ ſtores,” which declares a new offence in 
America, and deprives the American ſub- 
6 ject of a conſtitutional trial by;jury of 
_— | "A 2 ) 6 ee 


(#1 
the vicinage, by authorizing the trial of 


any perſon charged with the committing 


any offence deſcribed in the ſaid act out of 


the realm, to be indicted and tried for the 


ſame, in any ſhire or county within the 
realm,” 

„ALso the three acts paſſed in the laſt | 
ſeſſion of parliament, for ſtopping the port 
and blocking up the harbour of Boſton, 
for altering the charter of government of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay; and that which is in- 
titled An Act for the better adminiſtration 
of juſtice,” &c. 

«© ALSO the act paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion, 


for eſtabliſhing the Roman Catholic reli- 


gion in the province of Quebec, aboliſh- 
ing the equitable ſyſtem of Engliſh laws; 
and erecting a tyranny there, to the great 

danger, from ſo total a diſſimilarity of re 

ligion, law, and government to the neigh- 
bouring Britiſh Colonies, by the aſſiſtance 
of whoſe blood and treaſure, the ſaid. 


country was conquered from France.” 


« Also the act paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion, 
for the better providing ſuitable quarters 
for officers and ſoldiers in his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice in North America.” | 

4 ALso, that the keeping a ſtanding army 
in ſeveral of theſe. Colonies in times. of 
peace, without the conſent of the legiſla- 
ture of that Colony | in which the army is 


kept, is againſt law,” 


Here the Colonies inſiſt upon the repeal 


of fourteen different acts of Parliament, many 
of, which have no relation whatever, to the 
' impoſition of a revenue; yet we are incef- 


ſantly 


. 
ſantly aſſured by their adherents on this fide 
the Atlantic, that they require nothing in na- 
ture at our hands, but to be exempted from 
the /ingle claim of Taxation. 

It is beſides well worth obſerving, that 
the Congreſs in this extenſive attack upon 
the powers of the Britiſh Legiſlature, men- 
tion the repeal of the foregoing acts merel 
as a preliminary to peace, and do not once tell 
us, that if we even reſcind them all, the ſa- 
crifice will be ſufficient to re-eſtabliſh our 
former tranquillity; on the contrary,. th 
barely reſolve, that the repeal of them z5 
eſſentially neceſſary. in order to reſtore harmo- 
ny,” and even more than infinuate, by an in- 
troductory paragraph to the Reſolutions which 
I have quoted, that if the fourteen obnoxious 
laws particularly ſpecified in their pamphlet 
are given up, they are prepared to exhibit 3 
freſh catalogue of grievances. - 

To prove this aſſertion, it is proper to ac- 
quaint the reader, that. the Congreſs having 
taken a retroſpect of the laws impoſed upon 
them in former reigns, and modeſtly given 
. themſelves a Bill of Rights to their own 
mind, maintain the following language in 
the ſeventh page of their pamphlet publiſhed 
in 1774. | 

In the courſe of our inquiry we find ma- 
ny infringements and violations of the fore- 
„going rights; which, from an ardent defire 
* that harmony and mutual intercourſe of 
e aftection and intereſt may be reſtored, we 
% paſs over for the preſent, and proceed to 
„ {tate ſuch acts and meaſures as have been 
« adopted ſince the 7% war, which de-, 
A4 % monſtrate 


Ka 
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= _ ©. monitrate a ſyſtem formed to enſlave 
« America.“ | | 
Such was the printed language of the Co- 
lonies, even before the ſword was drawn, yet 
we are told that they wanted nothing but 
the liberty of granting their own money, 
and that we ſhould have been now reaping 
the plentiful harveſt, of their commerce, if 
we had only given up our unprcfitable claim 
to the impoſition of a revenue. 
Nothing, however, can be a clearer proof 
that the rn were, at all events, de- 
termined to create a ground of quarrel witng 
their Mother Country, than the introduction 
of the Act which grants the Popiſh religi- 
on to the inhabitants of Canada, into. the 
catalogue of their grievances; becauſe the 
very pamphlet which contains their com- 
paülaint of this Act, contains alſo a letter to 
the Canadians, queſtioning not only the ſe- 
curity given to popery, but declaring that 
the enjoyment of it, is a RIGHT to which 
they are entitled from the IMMEDIATE GIFT 
OF GoD. | 
If the reader will be at the trouble of per- 
uſing a little tract lately publiſhed by NicoLL, 
intitſed Hypocrtsy UNMASKED; OR, A 
SHoRT ENqQuiRY INTO THE RELIG10US 
CoMPLAINTS OF OUR AMERICAN CoLo- 
NIES, he will ſee this fact, ſingular as it may 
appear at a firſt view, ove beyond the 
1 ueſtion; he will alſo ſee that 
popety, Ib far from gaining an original ef- 
tabliſhment in Britin America by the Cana- 
da Ac, was eſtablihed in Maryland abore 
439 years before Canada was ceded ko this 
: kingdom 4 


* nected, firmly ſtipulated for your enjoy- 


4 
kingdom; and he will likewiſe ſee, that in 
the Province of Penſylvania, where the Con- 


greſs is at this moment deliberating, the Ro- 
man Catholics are as eligible as Proteſtants, 
eyen to the higheſt employments of the Go- 


vernment, | T | 

But as it may happen that the reader will 
not have Hyyocrisy UxMASKED at his 
hand. to conſult, I ſhall extract the paſſage 
from the 72d page of the pamphlet pub- 
liſhed by the Congreſs, in. the year 1774, 
where the Delegates, telling the Canadians 
what rights bibag” bo Britiſh, ſubjects, en- 
deavour to flatter them into rebellion, by 
affecting a warm ſolicitude for their religi- 
on, and an ardent admiration for their French 
anceſtry, -———* Theſe (ſay they) are the 
© RIGHTS you are entitled to, and ought at 

„ this moment in perfection to exerciſe, — 
And what is offered to you by the late Act 
* of Parliament in their place? Liberty of 
&* conſcience in your religion f — No ——Ged 
„ gave it to you, and the temporal powers 
with which you have been, and are con- 


* 


* ment of it. If laws divine and human 
“ could ſecure it againſt the deſpotic ca- 
& prices of wicked men, it was ſecure be- 
1 fore.“ 


What is the world to think of Amerl- 
can ſincerity on a peruſal of the foreggltig 


declaration? The Pubic faith ſo ſtigmatise 
all the Hiſtorlaus of antiquity, is down- 


E 
N tight eatidbiit; When eompafed to the pro-= 


ns of the Congrels==Yet the Ameri: 


Sans want nothing %% than an exemption 
1 A 5 from 


the late Refi 


- and cighth of William and 


of 10 ) 


from our revenue laws, though they have 


unbluſhingly told us that the repeal of an 


act is ere neceſſary to peace, which ſe- 


eures the enjoyment of a religion to the Ca- 


nadians, derived according to ther o- o 
__ aſſertion, from the immediate gift, of 
OD, | 
The Colonies, in fact, are either utterly 
regardleſs of what falſehoods they aſſert, or 
imagine that the people of Great Britain have 
not ſenſe enough to diſcover the groſſneſs of 
ſuch impudent contradiftions, In page 41 


of the pamphlet which has been ſo repeated- 
ly _ they thus addreſs this kingdom, 
cc 


Place us in the ſame ſituation that we were 
de at the cloſe of the laſt war, and our for- 
de mer harmony will be reſtored,” — The firſt 
artlele, nevertheleſs; on the muſter-roll bf 


their grlevances is an Act of Parliament 4 


ed in the thitty=Aſth year of Henry the Eighth, 
as the reader Hay (be by turning to page 1 vt 
the freeing pußlientiön: | 
It is fruies the AFBEFIERAs quibble ußenn 
this Akt, mi tel] us; it is not the. 11 f 
Henry the 9 805 ta which they yd ; hut 
Wutien of Parliament Aeelaring 
that law ta be fill in farce, Let us grant 
them the weight of this gbjectian, yet let ws 
at the ſame time obſerve, that they were {axed 
trum the twenty-fifth of Charles the Second, 
and bound in all caſes n by ſeventh 
lary |, above half 


tb... —__ 


+ See this unanſwerably proved, in the Plain 
Qucition on the preſent diſpute with our Amel 
an Colonies, publiſhied by Wilkie. 

| | a century 


tw) 


a century beſere the late war was commenced» 


If therefore the ſyſtem of 1703, (the year in 
which the peace was concluded,) would have 


ſatisfied the Americans when they publiſhed _ 


their long li{t of grievances, they muſt ex- 
oy acknowledge the injuſtice of their own 
complaints, and not only admit our right to 
tax them, but recognize moreover the univer- 
fal ſupremacy of Parliament, 

Perfectly aware of the dilemma in which 
they are involved, the Colonies labour to 
change the nature of every Act in former 


reigns, which makes againſt their cauſe, and 


contend that all the laws previous to the ſtamp 
duty, Were no more than regrlations of” trade, 
which rendered them poſitively ſubje&t to n 
revenue, To ſupport this wretched argument, 
they tell us, that the eſſential words of Tax- 
ation are no where to be found in the laws 
alluded to, und that the Stamp Abt was the 
Hrſt jnſtanee; where Parfiament aflumed the 


power £6 GIVE AND GRANT the mene Bf. 
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ef pk if auy fiend of the eenftituricy 
Wil ko eiter inte & fepigus fefutatian of this 
groundle(s aſſeftien; the adherents of Ameri⸗ 
da Might fill eantinyue quſbhling an wards 
and « ndeaveur ta confgund where they caula 
not canyines the underſtanding. I ſhall 
therefore praye from one of their moſt formi- 
«able champions, fromDoctor PRIck himſelf, 
that the money of America Was GIVEN AND 
GRANTED by the Britiſh Commons, not only 


before the acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty, 


but before his preſent Majeſty was born; and 
the reader will of courſe be ſatisfied that the 


ſyſtem. 


_ it]|-admired reign of 


(as | 


taxed the Amer 


ſyſtem of 1763 would have as colnplately 
C 


ans, as the Stamp Act, whic 


they tnade the /fenfible ground of elamour 
agg Wi 2% l 1 

e Th the flat yur of George the Second, 
* ([iys Dottor Phich in the 61ſt page o 
C is Obſttvativiis bf the Nature 6f Ele! 


hefty; an Act was pafec for jHpolp 
tt pert alt Duties 11 FeIGH ale Mi 
tt Jaffe Alt Ei Impöfteiſ inte the Plata 


if tens: 1H this Ah the uses parted are 


it falta he geen and granted 0 * Arlla⸗ 
iſs js 


et ment tn The Ring i and þ Fg 

ee Akt in Whieh eſe cee Jaye 
„ hen witd. Hut notwithſtanding this, gs 
** the Act had the appearance ef hefn vil 


* 


en regulation of trade, the Colonies ſubmit- 


Cond 


ted tot; and a ſmall Wired? revenue Was 


, drawn by It from them.“ 


Here at laſt we find populatity confeffing 
that Amerlea Was drreg7ly taxed, even in the 
7 Soma the Second j 

yet the Congreſs deny, with the ſtrongeſt 
aſſoveratlens, that the Provinces alm at 
tndependehey, and inflanee the uniform 
obedience which they have ever ſhewn to 
gur Jaws, till the prefent unfertunate dif- 
pute, as A proof of their willingneſs to 
allow us every degree of authority conſiſtent 
with the conſtitution, Unluekily for the 
Delegates, we have ſuch things as Coufts 
of Records, and printed Acts of Parliament, 
to overthrow this preſumptive evidence of 
good behaviour in the Americans, Even 
io early as the reign of Charles the Second, 
the leading Province in vebellion, e wi 
ets 
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gte Bay, manifeſted ſueh n paſſion for lude - 
a um 10 incurred a forfeiture of ehat " 
pil ln the year 19324 the mereſſants of 
London "WE to 127 were obliged tu 
ha 18 äſttent agalnit n ſpirit of * 

iudepende fit kette ih veln 
1 — 105 önſes; FROM 150 fl 2 1 
eneughi; net 8 ny ty paly — _ 
thelt lands an; 1 Foes ex&hiÞtet 
BAGS, 1h geht; Ill hy LEE: 
18 Ay Hg Right gates tt ußan the 

14 Af als A" jeilding {R this 
king Jams” Fan they tt fait e the hips 
anch Wm af pep 0 (peak the language 
pf F the petitinns) Jah WR In the fald eß⸗ 
or era Was a dauble feen Ay 
the Unglit meſehany far if (1 | 
place, an Amerlean debtor turned the ht 
duce of any goods which he obtained ft 
the Mother Country, either inte lands- ah 
negrocs, the ereditor Wits Without a remedy 3 
and, in the ſreohd place, the Engliſh mer= 
Chant, by belng charged with higher duties 
than the tefident Colonitt, was . of 
his equalicy as A e and actually taxed 
by the Piovinelal Allemblies, for the elr= 
eumftanee of living in England, The eafe 
appearing extiemely ſtrong te Parliament, 
the injultice of the Colanies was reſtrained, 
and the very nature of inheritance abſy- 
lutely changed, — them by the fifth 
of George the Second, that W in de- 


ſcent might be liable to the claims of Britifh 
creditors, * 


— 
* * 


* the Flain 3 


In 


(% 3 

In the fame (train that the Evlenies talk 
of their evnltant goed behavieur yhder eur 
Jaws, they beaſt of their uniferm readinetk 
upon a eceations ta eantribute their per- 
tlon of the guare expenee when econftity- 
tionally called upon, They celebrate their own 
merit, however, in this relpect with very little 
Juſtice, for if my had merely contributed to 
the expence of their own government, the 
Stamp Act would never have been inſtituted, 
Mer. Grenville, in the year 1 704 told all 
the Colony agents Who attended him in a 
body about the Stamp Act, which was then 
only in agitation, „ that he was not ſet 
% upon that tax, That if the Americans 
4 diſliked it, and preferred any other methed 
of raiſing money themſelves, he ſhould be 
„content. He ſaid, however, the late 
war had found us 70 millions in debt, and 
„had left us more than 140, He knew 
„ that all men wiſhed not to be taxed, 
& but that in theſe unhappy circumſtances 
« it was his duty, as a ſteward for the Public, 
* to make uſe of every juſt means of im- 
& proving the public revenue, That he 
e never meant to charge the Colonies with 
any part of the intereſt of the national 
debt. But beſides that public debt, the 
© nation had incurred a great annual ex- 
„ pence in the maintaining of the ſeveral 
new conqueſts which we Fad made during 
« the war, and by which the Culonies were 
« fo much benefited, That the American 
_« eivil and military eſtabliſhment after the 
e prace of Aix- lJa-C hapelle was only 70, oool. 
per annum; it was now increaſed to 
| „ 350, oool. 


t i 3 


tt 459,000], This was a great additiinal 
e 6xpence Ineurred upen AN Amerſean as⸗ 
e een, and he theughe therefore that A⸗ 
e merlea ought ta contribute towards It, He 
did nat expett that the Colonies fhould 


% taiſe the whole, but ſome part of it he 


© thought they ought to raiſe z and the 
_ & Stamp Act was intended for that purpoſe, 
«© Write therefore (ſald MF. Grenville to 
« the ue) to your ſeveral Colonies 
« and If they chooſe any other mode, [ 
« ſhall be ſatisfied, provided the money be 
„hut raiſed,” | 

'This Intereſting narrative I have taken 
from the 97th and 68th pages of the Short 
View ef the Hiſtory of the New Hngland Co- 
lonies*, written by Mr, Mavunvir, one of 
the agents who attended Mr, Grenville on 
the above remarkable buſineſs; and whoſe 
account, (if any ſuch confirmation can be 
neceſſary,) is confirmed by Mr. MonTacvu, 
the agent for Virginia, preſent alſo at the 
conference with Mr. Grenville, 

'The Colonics being written to agreeably 
to Mr. Grenville's deſire, the Province of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay returned the following 
anſwer to their agent, dated Boſton, June 


14th, 1764. = 


te SIR, TY ; | 
NH actual laying the Stamp Duty, 
«6 you ſay, is deferred till next year, 
« Mr, Grenville being willing to give the 


„It Edltlon, and fold by Wilkie. 
+ See Mauduit's Short View, page 77 
6« Provinces 
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© Provinces their option to raiſe that, er 
« {ome equivalent tax z deſirous as he was 
« pleaſed to expreſs himſelf, te eenſult the 
„ eaſe and qulet, and the good will, of the 
% Colonies, © > | 

6 If the eaſe, the quiet, and the good-will 
« of the Colonies are of any importance to 
„% Great Britain, no meaſures could be hit 
upon, that have a more natural and di- 
rect tendency to enervate theſe principles, 
&« than the reſolution you encloſed, 

The kind offer of ſuſpending the Stamp 
e duty, in the manner, and upon the condi— 
& tion you mention, amounts to no more 
&« than this, that if the Colonies will not 
© tax themſelves as they may be directed, 
ao parflament will tax them. | 

«© You are to remonſtrate againſt theſe 
© meaſures, and if poſſible to obtain a repeal 
& of thu dugar AQ, and prevent the impoſi- 
“ tion of any further duties or taxes on the 
&« Colonies.— Meaſures will be taken that. 
% you may be joined by all che other agents.“ 

One of the meaſures riken, according to 
Mr.Mavup: 1, for the purpoſe mentionedjby. 
the province of Maſſachufetts Bay, was to 
print the foregoing letter, and to ſend it to 
the other Colonies, The conſ:quence is 
here fully before the Public. — The Ameri- 
cans not only refuſed to contribute a ſhilling, 
even upon earneſt requiſition, towards the 
charge of their oa government, but actually 
deſire.) to have a reduction of the little which 
they had formerly contributed! Yet we are 
perpetually ſtunned with their readineſs to raiſe 

| ſupplies, 


; F ; 
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ſupplies, whenever they Were conflitutionally 
required z and eternally told hew liberally 
they would have joined in the eommon ex- 

ences of the Empire, if we had barely al- 
_ lowed them the poer indulgence of taxing 
themſelves, . RE Bo es, | 
It is confeſſed by Mr, BuR&R in his ſpeech 
upon American Taxation, page 93, that if 
the Colonies refuſed to tax themſelves, there 
muſt be a conſtitutional power in parliament _ 
to raiſe a revenue upon them, “ Suppoſe . 
(ſays this gentleman) “ that requiſitions are 
not oveyed ? What, ſhall there be no re- 
e ſerved power in the Empire to ſupply a 
e deficiency which may weaken, divide, and 
e diflipate the whole? We are engaged in 
a war — The Secretary of State cal's upon 
the Colonies to contribute - Some would 
ce doit - think moſt would furniſh whatever 
ce is demanded, One or two-ſuppole han 
back, and eaſing themſelves, lay the ſtreſs 
on others. Surely it is proper that ſome 
authority might legally ſay, Tax YOUR- 
SELVES FOR THE COMMON SUPPLY, ox 
THE PARLIAMENT WILL DO fr FOR 
« You,” Such is Mr. BuREKk's opinion 
on this important point; yet Mr. BURKE 
is one of the, foremoſt champions for Ame- 

rica, and though an Agent for New Vork, 
peremptorily denies, that any option of 
ſelf- taxation was ever offered to the Colo- 
nies. 


cc 
66 
cc 
cc 


The Congreſs, to aggravate the cruelty of 
our conduct, talk much of being exhauſted 
by their over-exertions in the courſe of the 

late war: they are now however boaſting of 

= | 1 their 


1 

their immenſe reſources, and can find reve- 
nues enough to diſtreſs their Mother Country, 
though they were ſo recently without a ſingle 
fund, to alleviate the burdens which ſhe ge- 
nerouſly incurred for their protection. 

The Delegates remind us frequently of 
the mighty ſervices which they rendered in 
the conqueſt of French America, during the 
courſe of the laſt war; but they quite forget 
that the laſt war was undertaken wholly upon 


their account, and forget alſo, they are now . 


fighting to wreſt the whole of Britiſh Ame- 
rica out of our hands, | 
We are inceſſantly told, how much we are 


indebted. to the commercial utility of the 


Provinces; that commercial utility was the 
original end of their cſtabliſhment ; yet it 
ſhould be remembered, that if the Mother 
Country owes them much, they owe all to 
the Mother Country, 25 

As a juſtification of their conduct, the 
Colonies dwell ſtrongly upon ichs repeated 


rejection of their Petitions by both Houſes of 


Parliament.— — This however, is rather an 
aggravation of their guilt, than an argument 
of their innocence ; for, in the very eircum- 


ſtance of petiti;ning, they ſolemnly recog- 


nized the ſupremacy of the legiſlature ; and 
appealed to that authority which they admit- 
ted conſtitutionally competent to decide upon 


the propricty or impropriety of their ſup- 


plications, Beſides, if every, thing pre- 
| ſented in the form of a petition, mwu/t be 
complied with of neceſſity, there is an in- 
ſtant end of all government, — The humility 
of prayer ſwells up into the deſpotiſm oi 
| come. 


. 


( 3 
command, and the meaneſt ale-houſe club 
may at any time overturn the whole: conſti- 
tution. 5 1 

But to refute the charge of independency 
brought againſt the Americans, the preſent 
Congreſs have petitioned the King, that he 

will graciouſly propoſe ſome plan to re-eſta- 
bliſh the former harmony, which ſubſtituted 
between the Mother Country and the Pro- 
vinces, It is true, the Congreſs have peti- 
tioned his Majeſty for that purpoſe, yet 
while they profeſſed themſelves his moſt loyal 
ſubjects, they have fought againſt his autho- 
rity ; and made the conciliatory propoſal ſent 
out by his government laſt year, a new foun- 
dation of grievances. | 
'The | NWI tell us that they are our 
brethren—We admit the claim; but do not 
ſee that the tenderneſs of this relation gives 
them a right to rob us of our dominions, or 
a title to cut the throats of all thoſe who are 
willing to continue in obedience to our au- 
thority. 5 | of 
It is frequently aſked, what we ſhall do if 
we are not ſucceſsful in the preſent war with 
America? At any rate we ſhall do as well, 
as by 5 with the demands of the 
Colonies — Under the moſt adverſe eireum- 
ſtances of fortune, we can only pronounce. 
them independent ; and it ned = no leſs 
a ſtain upon our national underſtanding, 
than a ſtigma upon our public ſpirit, to make 
a diſcretionary ſurrender of every thing at 
the commencement of a war, for fear we 


ſhould be defeated in the end, 
| © But 


1 
But it is obſerved, in caſe we ſucceed, that 
a chain of ruined Provinces can never anſwer 
any objects of commerce; and that little is 
to be expected from the reluctant obedience. 
of a vanquiſhed enemy, To the firſt of 
| < theſe remarks I repli, that ruined as the 
. Provinces may be at the end of the preſent 
4 war, they will nevertheleſs be in a ſituation 
we infinitely preferable to that in Which we ori- 
"# vinally thought them of conſequence to our 
commercial proſperity 
With regard to What We are to expect | 
from the reſubtant obedience of a vanquiſhed 
enemy, I anfwer, that we Were chnmquered 
by the Norman William, yet he found us 
Worth Felgning over, though We es him 
reluctantly, elan Was EUAQ ered y kng⸗ 
Wy | glich arms, yet we have not a more faithful 
11 people in eur deminiens Wales was alſo 
conquered, yet we cannot ſay too much in 
„ favourſof that antſent principality 5 and we 
now (ee a lately conquered Colony of French 
| Papi firmly attached to our government, 
. while twelve Proteſtant provinces are in open 
rebellion, though originally bound to us by 
1 every tie of natural affection, 
| The moſt whimſical. declaration of all 
EL: | however is, that our parliaments during the 
Ft; preſent reign, have been infamouſly corrupt z 
\ therefore the Americans adviſe us to throw 
the whole weight of the Colonies into the 
ſcale of the crown, the very power which 
they pronounce the grand cauſe of all this 
ſcandalous corruption, 5 
Vet let us for a moment examine the 
proofs which the parliaments of the preſent 
; | reign 


Enn 
reign have given of their venality, Since the 
acceſſion of his majeſty, the Courts of Juſtice 
have been rendered independent. Parlia- 
mentary privilege has been abridged, The 
ſpeaker of the Houſe of Commons has ac- 
quired a power to iſſue writs where vacan- 
cies occur during the interval» of receſs z (a 
regulation which materially promotes the 
intereſts of freedom) and to cloſe the ex-- 
. alted roll of benefits, we have lately ae 
- quired a ſecond Magna Charta in the law for 
regulating the trial of conteſted electlons. 

of his the hand of parliamentary 
_ op been folely eonflned to this kings 
om. An effteual ſtop has been put t6 
thoſe barbarities which difgraced the Hritifh 
name in the Kafſt, and even repeated at- 
tentſens have been pald to the eommeres 
of the Colanles, An . abt paſſed in the 
4th of . the "Third, eh, 46, grants a 
bounty on American hemp and flax, Chap- 
ter 27 of the ſame year, allows a liberty of 
exporting rice from South Caroling and 
Georgia, to any part of America ſouthward 
of theſe Colonies, and touny part of Europe 
ſouth of Cape Finiſterre, The 4th of Geo, 
III. ch. 29. encourages the Provincial Whale 
Fiſhery, and the 5th of Geo III. ch, 3g: 
gives a ſtill farther encouragement to the trade 
of America F, 


Ireland alſo in the preſent reign, has its free» 
dom greatly ſecured by the act ſor oQennial Par- 
liaments z this bencfit indeed was not immediately 
beſtowed by the Biitih legiſlature, but ſerves 
ſtrongly to mark how the love of Liberty has been 
encouraged ſince the acceſſion of his Majeſty, 


Such 


4 

Buch has been the conduct of theft par- 
liatiehts which the Colonics ate hourly ex- 
eekatihg | et as Independeney is the grand 
lm ef the Americans, We Mult not wonder 
that they endeavour ke Fender the only power 
deteftable, which is able ta keep them Within 

the haun of their eriginal fuberdinatian, 
The Amerieans profeſs an amazing rea- 
dineſs ta geknowledge a dependence upen 
the perſon of the faverelgh. but will not 
be ſubjetts to fellow-ſubjefts. The reaſon 
of this diſtinétlon is obvious 3 beeauſe, If 
they ean once obtain an exemption from 
the ſuptemacy of Parliament, there is ne 
power Whatever to keep them in a ſtate of 
[ubmiflion ke the erewn, and they beeeme 
inſtantly jr of their darling indepen= 
deney, It is proper therefore to ebferve, 
that the monarch of this eeuntry glories in 
being himſelf a ſubject to the laws, and his 
beſt title is that of FRS MAGISTRATE TO 
THE PEOPLE, The Colonies are the pub/ic 
: dominions of the realm, not the private patrima= 
ny of the prince: they were ſubjects to this king- 
dom when the kingly office was aboliſbed, and 
their conſent was neither aſked to the exclu- 
ſion. of James the Second, nor to the eleva- 

tion of William at «he glorious Revolution. 
If any farther proof was neceſſary of the 
independency aimed at by tne Americans, 
we have it in the common cauſe which they 
have made of the puniſhment inflicted upon 
the town of Poſton. In the 41ſt page of 
their pamphlet they ſay, that “ e ſame 
might have happened to them a.l” And 
why ſhould it not, if they had been 411 
© equally 
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ertſually eulpable ? Society is at au end, If 


the guilty are not to be puniſhed for fear of 
alarming the Inabernty and the Various es⸗ 


peratiens bf this kingdom might With Jult 


as much proprivty riſe TH arms, Beeaufs Par- 


liament disfranchifed the Chriſtian sluß at 


Ahereham, ef heeauſt a bill of penaltieg was 
— brought in agilnlt the proftitute He- 

rough ef Hinden, | | 

The endleſe falſpheeds In which we de- 
teck the Oolonles, may Fonvinee us thats 
highly deſitable as peace Muſt be, we have 
but little to hepe frem the eandour of ne= 


 goelatlon, We eannot truſt the moſt ſe⸗ 


emn engagement of a people fo perfidious, 
and were they at this moment inclined te 
acknowledge the univerfal ſupremacy of the 
legiflature, the acknowledgment would not 
be worth our acceptance, unleſs effectual 
care was taken to ſecure their abedience for 
the future, | „„ 

It is not the change of miniſters here, 
which can produce a change of ſentiments 
in America, for the Provinces are equally 


averſe to the acts of every Adminiſtration, 


LogD RockinGHAM bound them in all caſes 
whatſoever. The DUKE OF GRAFTON re- 
vived the parliamentary claim to tax them 
after the repeal of the Stamp Act; and 
even LoRD CHATHAM in his conciliatory 
plan, page 7, declares that the king cannot 
render his right of keeping an army in Ame- 
rica dependent upon the will of the Provin- 
cial Aſſemblies “ without a molt dangerous 
derogation from the dignity of his crown ;” 

3 the 


then rembins ſince the Americans have drawn 


proſ any! & 


ina ſtate of ſubjection without a large army, 


à force is to be paid? I anſwer; by the Co- 
- lonies ages As their rl 
ity 


ſhoulders. They now boaſt of being able 


ſupport a fourth part of the number for the 
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the Congreſs therefore cannot be very de- 
firous of his lordſhip's return to power, 
when they have made fuch'a ſacrifice of the 
royal prerogative an indiſpenſable condition 
in the ſpecified liſt of grievances, Nothing 


the ſword, but to terminate the quarrel 
effectually, and to prove that the ſame arm 
which protected them in the day of diſtreſs, 
is now able to chaſtiſe the inſolence of their 

It is ſaid, indeed, that if the Americans 
are even conquered, we cannot keep them 


Very likely. Yet in that caſe a large army 
aſt be provided, Should 40,000 men be 
unequal to the taſk, let 60,000 be raiſed, 
But it may be aſked by whom ſo prodigious” 


ehellion has 
created the neceſſity of ſuch a military eſta» 
bliſhment, it is ſurely reaſonable that the 
weight of it ſhould be placed upon their 


to pay 200,000 men for the maintenance of 
civil war, and of conſequence they may wel! 


preſervation of general tranquillity, 


} 
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THE END. 


